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L. RON HUBBARD'S

BLACK

FORTRESS OF EVI

The action intensifies
as Voltarian Invaders
land at their fortress
in Turkey! The Mission
which will save or
destroy Earth has
begun.
VOLUME 3
THE ENEMY WITHIN
Available May 4th.
Wherever fine books are sold.
Hardback. 448 pages.

Only $18.95. wherever
fine books are sold.

LITERARY
GUILD
ALTERNATE
SELECTION

(GENESIS

: “Assassins, dope addicts,
i wrestlers, mobsters, anarchists,
: New York cabbies and other
characters provide even more
targets for Hubbard’s satiric
barbs, and the action is as
effectively drawn as ever.”
XIGNALS

“...written with style and verve _
rivalling great literature...a
wonderful story.”
A.E. VAN VOGT

“...The titanic battle of good
versus evil.”
DONALD KINGSBURY

“Marwvelous satire by a master
of adventure.”
ANNE McCAFFREY

VOLUME 2
MISSION EARTH

DEKALOGY!

The biggest science fiction dekalogy* ever written

BLACK GENESIS

FORTRESS OF EVIL

THE NON-STOP ADVENTURE CONTINUES

WHERE L. RON HUBBARD'S NEW YORK TIMES
BESTSELLER "THE INVADERS PLAN" LEFT OFF...

BUY YOUR COPY TODAY!

*DEKALOGY: A group of.10 volumes.
< 1986 Bridge Publications. Inc. All Rights Reserved
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Barbara Owens

with an ancient theme that is utterly
timeless. In “Epiphany” we get a
carefully wrought Rome, an ambitious
priest, a provocative reporter—and a
resolution worthy of a medieval vision
of darkness. Shea, who’s an editor at
the University of Pennsylvania’s alum-
ni magazine, has recently completed
his thesis on the late-—and much la-
mented—New American Review. His
work has also appeared in The Parti-
san Review and Alfred Hitchcock’s
Mystery Magazine.

Barbara Owens’s ‘‘Portrait: Edward
Larabee,” like Kilworth’'s “Angel’s
Eyes,” is in the classic tradition of
hauntings. But Owens has a number
of tricks of her own, and the denoue-
ment of her story delivers the kind of
payoff readers of the genre crave.
Barbara Owens is the widely re-
spected author of numerous stories,

one of which, “The Cloud Beneath the
Eaves,” received the Mystery Writers
of America’s Edgar in 1978.

Stanley Wiater, whose fascinating
interview with Whitely Strieber rounds
out this issue, has profiled such
luminaries as Ray Bradbury and
George Pal. His work has appeared
in Fantasy Review, and SF Movieland,
among others. A new Wiater short
story will soon appear in J. N. William-
son’'s Cold Sweat: New Masters of
Horror.

Finally, we are twice blessed by
Gahan Wilson here, as he not only
casts his fantasy-jaundiced eye at the
movies, but also takes us along on
a weird Wilsonian romp through the
Victorian halls of Mohonk—and fulfills
a lifelong criminal dream. Take a look
at ““Gahan Wilson’s Weird Weekend.”

—MB
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patient labor agitators from blowing
up the partially finished domes on
the surface of Venus. She manages
to minimize the destruction, but dies
in the explosion. Iris is now the great
Cytherean martyr, with a statue
based on one of her husband’s
carved portraits.

Too bad. Is such a plunge into
melodrama really necessary? Is a
retreat into the old action tradition
the only way to demonstrate that a
woman can be heroic? As a parallel
case, take Dickens’s Cireat Expecta-
tions, which is also about selfish-
ness. What would we think if he had
placed Pip in a shoot-out with Chart-
ists and killed him in the explosions
shattering the Vauxhall filtration
plant?

This departure from tone and
line is the reason | cannot call Venus
of Dreams a true classic, even
though it is outstanding in many
other ways. The background is de-
tailed firmly and convincingly;
characterizations are strong and
vital, though perhaps more rounded

for women than for men; and a
thought-provoking subtext creates
tension among the various drives
and motivations. Oddly enough,
though the author is usually con-
sidered a feminist writer, her subtext
is basically conservative. Venus of
Dreams suggests that while women
may be emancipated sexually, they
are tied up in other ways that
hamper and frustrate them. A woman
like the sometimes bitchy Iris may
have a right to selfhood, but her
responsibilities to her family, the
story implies, are greater still. It is
praiseworthy if individuals sacrifice
their lives for a project of the state,
and those who protest a shafting are
dangerous, evil agitators who de-
serve the ill fate they receive. And
the height of woman’s destiny can
be expressed in the old saw, Dulce
et decorum est pro patria more—It is
sweet and proper to die for one’s
country.

| do not suggest for a minute
that these ideas extracted from Ven-
us of Dreams are Sargent’s ideals. |

have no knowledge of her personally,
and story does not always mirror-life.
But | do suggest that these are
among the ultimate implications of
her novel. Whether they will be re-
tained in future volumes, or whether
they will be declared the warped no-
tions of a crookedly grown society, to
be redeemed by the Habbers, | won’t
even guess. | am simply looking for-
ward to more of what is, with excep-
tion noted, one of the best sf novels
| have read in a while.

With William John Watkins’s
The Centrifugal Rickshaw Dancer
(Warner, $2.95) we enter a world
superficially similar to Sargent’'s
Venus of Dreams, what with space
clutter and dreams of freedom, but
very different in attitudes and ap-
proaches. Whereas Sargent stresses
human values and relationships in a
future context, and by implication is
hitting at galactic humanity, Watkins
is ironically concerned with a strug-
gle for liberty against tyranny, and
his approach is calculatedly bizarre,
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PRESENTS
') EXCITING NEW WORLDS OF IMAGINATION
’

WRITERS#FUTURE

) VOLUME 11
“...the best of the fresh talent in the field of

science fiction.”

()

“Here’s skill and storytelling aplenty - these

writers of the future have already arrived!”
ROBERT SILVERBERG

“...fifteen brand-new speculative-fiction tales .

of every kind. A landmark for SF-lovers...

and for anyone ready for entertainment.”

" : . g - ALGIS BUDRYS

PLUS!
Straight-from-the-shoulder-tips on writing from:
L. Ron Hubbard, Frank Herbert, Anne McCaffrey,
Larry Niven and Gene Wolfe.

~ NOWONSALEl  BUY YOUR COPY
D s, TODAY!

GENE WOLFE

© 1986 Bridge Publications, Inc. Al' Rights Reserved.
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